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Application value of prenatal ultrasound in the diagnosis of fetal body stalk
anomaly at 11~13*° weeks of gestation

LIANG Rong, LI Ning, HE Guannan, WANG Qinjie, YANG Jiangxiang, MA Liqiong,ZHAO Jing
Department of Ultrasound , Sichuan Provincial Hospital for Women and Children, Chengdu 610000, China

ABSTRACT Objective To investigate the value of prenatal ultrasound in the diagnosis of body stalk anomaly (BSA) at
11~13"° weeks of gestation. Methods A retrospective study was performed in 19 cases with BSA, including ultrasonic
characteristics and follow—up results, which were diagnosed at 11~13* weeks by the department of ultrasound in our hospital.
Results  All the 19 fetuses with BSA (16 single fetuses and 3 twin fetuses) showed the chest or abdominal wall defects , visceral
valgus and spinal abnormality. Among them, there were 18 cases of abnormal umbilical cord, 9 cases of limb abnormality, 2 cases
of exencephaly, 9 cases of ductus venosus abnormality, 2 cases of nuchal translucency abnormally thick, 3 cases of nuchal cystic
hygroma, 2 cases of abdominal cyst, 1 case of cloacal dysplasia, 1 case of megacystis, and 1 case of portal-systemic shunt.

Conclusion Prenatal ultrasonography has important diagnostic value for early diagnosis and clinical treatment of fetal BSA.

KEY WORDS  Ultrasonography; Fetus;Body stalk anomaly
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